
Monolithic 
Zirconia 
O’Brien MZRTM

0.7 mm 
chamfer 
margin

0.8 - 1.0 mm  
axial

1.0 - 1.2 mm 
occlusal or 

incisal

Porcelain 
Fused to 
Metal

Porcelain 
Labial 
Margin 
The addition of a PLM 
requires prepping the 
tooth with a 1.0 mm 
butt joint.

1.5 mm 
occlusal or 

incisal

0.7 mm 
chamfer 
margin

1.5 - 2.0 mm 
buccal or 

facial

1.0 mm 
butt joint 

IPS e.max® Press 
O’Brien Enamelux®

Bonding is necessary to 
maintain the structural 
integrity of the restoration 
if the occlusal reduction is 
less than 1.5 mm.

e.max®
Veneer

1.5 mm axial

1.0 mm 
chamfer
margin

1.5 - 2.0 mm 
occlusal or 

incisal

0.6 mm cervical 
and labial

0.7 mm incisal

Minimum Tooth Reduction 
& Prep Guide

The content in this article is provided for informational purposes only and 
does not constitute a product endorsement or medical advice. 800.445.5941  |  obriendentallab.com 

Prep recommendations for the most common restoration types.

Full Cast Gold

0.5 mm axial

1.0 mm occlusal

Feather 
edge margin 
recommended

Make sure there are no 
sharp edges or corners 
as those create stress 
concentration points that 
can lead to cracks in the 
material. 

All Crowns Containing Ceramic
Go to obriendentallab.com/
prepguide or scan the QR code 
to the right to download a copy 
of this guide.
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